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--49. (Amended) The information signal receiving apparatus 
according to Claim 40, wherein a digital serial input terminal is 
used in place of said analog input terminal and said information 
signal receiving apparatus is connected to an electronic device 
having a digital serial output terminal, whereby said information 
signal receiving apparatus receives primary digital data via said 
transmission line . 

--50. (Amended) A method for a second electronic device acting 
as a receiver in a system to receive a primary information signal 
from a first electronic device acting as a sender in the system via 
a transmission line connecting an analog output terminal of said 
first electronic device to an analog output terminal of said second 
electronic device, said method comprising the step of: 

transmitting device information associated with said second 
electronic device, in the form of an electric signal, over the 
transmission line for transmitting said information signal to said 
second electronic device. 



REMARKS 

Claims /l- 5 iJ remain in the application and have been amended 
hereby . ^ — ^ 

As will be noted from the Declaration, Applicants are citizens 
and residents of Japan and this application originated there. 
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Accordingly, the amendments made to the specification are 
provided to place the application in idiomatic English, and the 
claims are amended to place them in better condition for 
examination * 

An early and favorable examination on the merits is earnestly 
solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 
COOPER 6c DUNHAM LLP 




Reg. No. 27, 213 



JHM:gr 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 



IN THE ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 



Please amend the Abstract by rewriting same to read as 
follows . 

A method and a system [are disclosed] for reliably supplying 
information about an electronic device employed as a primary 
information signal receiver device to an electronic device employed 
as a primary information signal sender device via an existing 
analog transmission line or digital serial transmission line. A 
set top box (STB) employed as the primary information signal sender 
device and a VTR (video tape recorder) employed as the primary 
information signal receiver are connected to each other via an 
analog transmission line. A device information transmitter of the 
VTR supplies an electric signal representing device information 
indicating the device type and the operation status of the primary 
information signal receiver device over the analog transmission 
line via which the STB and the VTR are connected to each other 
thereby transmitting the device information associated with the VTR 
in a reverse direction to the STB via a path including an analog 
input terminal of the VTR, the analog transmission line, and an 
analog output terminal of the STB. 



Please amend claims(l-5l)? by rewriting same to read as follows. 



--1. (Amended) An information signal transmission method of 
transmitting a primary information signal from a first electronic/ 
device to a second electronic device acting as a sender in a system 
via a transmission line connected between an analog output terminal 
of said first electronic device acting as a receiver in the system 
and an analog input terminal of said second electronic device, said 
method being characterized in that: 



IN THE CLAIMS 
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said second electronic device supplies, in the form of an 
electronic signal, device information associated with said second 
electronic device over said information signal transmission line; 
and 

said first electronic device detects said device information 
supplied in the form of the electronic signal over said 
transmission line and controls outputting of said primary 
information signal to said second electronic device in accordance 
with the detected device information. 

--2. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmission method 
according to Claim 1, wherein when said second electronic device 
detects that an electronic device is brought into connection with 
said second electronic device via said analog input terminal, said 
second electronic device supplies said device information over said 
transmission line . 

--3. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmission method 
according to Claim 1, wherein when said first electronic device 
detects that an electronic device is brought into connection with 
said first electronic device via said analog output terminal, said 
first electronic device detects said device information supplied 
via said transmission line. 

--4. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmission method 
according to Claim 1, wherein said first electronic device controls 
outputting of said primary information signal so that said primary 
information signal is output after detecting said device 
information supplied via said transmission line. 

--5. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmission method 
according to Claim 1, wherein said second electronic device always 
supplies said device information over said transmission line. 
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--6. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmission method 
according to Claim 1, wherein said second electronic device 
supplies said device information over said transmission line 
[intermittently] at intermittent time intervals [of time] . 

--7. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmission method 
according to Claim 1, wherein: 

said first electronic device transmits via said transmission 
line a request for transmission of said device information; and 

in response to said transmission request received via said 
transmission line, said second electronic device supplies said 
device information over said transmission line. 

--8. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmission method 
according to Claim 1, wherein said second electronic device 
supplies said device information over said transmission line such 
that said device information has a lower signal level than [that] 
a signal level of said primary information signal. 

--9. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmission method 
according to Claim 8, wherein said second electronic device 
converts said device information into a signal having a low signal 
level by means of a spread spectrum conversion. 

--10. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmission 
method according to Claim 1, wherein when said second electronic 
device is supplying said device information over said transmission 
line, said second electronic device does not process said primary 
information signal received via said transmission line. 

--11. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmission 
method according to Claim 1, wherein said second electronic device 
is a recording device for recording said primary information signal 

24 



7217/62372 

on a recording medium which, when it has come into a recording mode 
in which said primary information signal is to be recorded on said 
recording medium, supplies [,] over said transmission line[,] 
operation status information indicating [that] said recording 
device is in said recording mode; and 

said first electronic device detects said operation status 
information received via said transmission line and controls 
outputting of said primary information signal in accordance with 
[also] a status indicated by said detected operation status 
information . 

--12. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmission 
method according to Claim 11, wherein when said operation status 
information received via said transmission line indicates [that] 
said second electronic device is in the recording mode and when 
copy management information attached to said primary information 
signal indicates that copying is prohibited, said first electronic 
device does not output said primary information signal. 

--13. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmission 
method according to Claim 11, wherein when said operation status 
information received via said transmission line indicates [that] 
said second electronic device is in the recording mode and when 
copy management information attached to said primary information 
signal indicates [that] only a first-generation copy is permitted, 
said first electronic devise rewrites said copy management 
information [so as] to indicate [that] copying is prohibited and 
outputs said primary information signal [together] with said 
rewritten copy management information attached thereto. 

--14. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmission 
method according to Claim 1, wherein: 

a digital serial output [terminals] terminal is used [instead] 
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in place of said analog output terminal and a digital serial input 
terminal is used [instead] in place of said analog input terminal; 
and 

said first electronic device detects said device information 
supplied in the form of the electronic signal over said 
transmission line and controls the output of said primary digital 
data in accordance with the detected device information. 

--15. (Amended) An information signal transmission system for 
transmitting a primary information signal from a first electronic 
device acting as a sender in the system to a second electronic 
device acting as a receiver in the system via a transmission line 
connected between an analog output terminal of said first 
electronic device and an analog input terminal of said second 
electronic device, said system being characterized in that: 

said second electronic device includes device information 
transmitting means for supplying, in the form of an electronic 
signal, device information associated with said second electronic 
device over said information signal transmission line; and 

said first electronic device includes: 

device information detecting means for detecting said 
device information supplied in the form of the electronic signal 
over said transmission line; and 

control means for controlling the output of said primary 
information signal to said second electronic device in accordance 
with the device information detected by said device information 
detecting means. 

--16. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmission 
system according to Claim 15, wherein: 

said second electronic device includes connection detecting 
means for detecting whether an electronic device is brought into 
connection with said analog input terminal; and 
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when said connection detecting means detects [that] an 
electronic device [is] has been brought into connection with said 
analog input terminal, said device information transmitting means 
of said second electronic device supplies said device information 
over said transmission line . 

--17. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmission 
system according to Claim 15, wherein: 

said first electronic device includes connection detecting 
means for detecting whether an electronic device is brought into 
connection with said analog output terminal; and 

when said connection detecting means detects [that] an 
electronic device [is] has been brought into connection with said 
analog output terminal, said device information detecting means of 
said first electronic device detects said device information. 

--18. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmission 
system according to Claim 15, wherein said control means of the 
first electronic device controls outputting of said primary 
information signal so that said primary information signal is 
output after detecting said device information supplied via said 
transmission line . 

--19. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmission 
system according to Claim 15, wherein said device information 
transmitting means of said second electronic device always supplies 
said device information over said transmission line. 

--20. (Amended) [An] The inf ormation signal transmission 
system according to Claim 15, wherein said device information 
transmitting means of said second electronic device supplies said 
device information over said transmission line [intermittently] at 
intermittent time intervals [of time] . 
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--21. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmission 
system according to Claim 15, wherein[:] said first electronic 
device includes^. 

request transmitting means for supplying over said 
transmission line a request for transmission of said device 
information; and 

[said first electronic device includes] request detecting 
means for detecting said transmission request transmitted via said 
transmission line [ ; and] . whereby 

when said request detecting means detects said transmission 
request, said device information transmitting means of said second 
electronic device supplies said device information over said 
transmission line . 

--22. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmission 
system according to Claim 15, wherein said device information 
transmitting means of said second electronic device supplies said 
device information over said transmission line such that said 
device information has a lower signal level than [that] a signal 
level of said primary information signal. 

--23. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmission 
system according to Claim 22, wherein said device information 
transmitting means of said second electronic device converts said 
device information into a signal having a low signal level by means 
[of] for performing a spread spectrum conversion. 

--24. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmission 
system according to Claim 15, wherein: 

said second electronic device includes information signal 
processing means for processing said primary information signal 
supplied via said transmission line[; andl . whereby 

when said device information transmitting means of said second 
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electronic device [is supplying] supplies said device information 
over said transmission line, said information signal processing 
means does not process said primary information signal supplied via 
said transmission line. 

-- 25- (Amended) [An] The information signal transmission 
system according to Claim 15, wherein: 

said second electronic device is a recording device for 
recording said primary information signal on a recording medium [, 
said recording device including] and includes operation status 
information transmitting means for transmitting operation status 
information indicating [the] an operation status of said recording 
device; 

said first electronic device includes operation status 
detecting means for detecting said operation status information 
supplied via said transmission line[; and] . whereby 

said control means of said first electronic device controls 
outputting of said primary information signal in accordance with 
[also a] the operation status indicated by said operation status 
information detected by said operation status indicating means. 

--26. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmission 
system according to Claim 25, wherein when said operation status 
detecting means detects said operation status information 
indicating a transition into [the] a recording mode and when copy 
management information attached to said primary information signal 
indicates [that] copying is prohibited, said control means of said 
first electronic device controls outputting of said primary 
information signal such that said primary information signal is not 
output . 

--27. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmission 
system according to Claim 25, wherein when said operation status 
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detecting means detects said operation status information 
indicating a transition into [the] a recording mode and when copy 
management information attached to said primary information signal 
indicates [that] copying is permitted only for a first generation, 
said control means of said first electronic devise rewrites said 
copy management information so as to indicate [that] copying is 
prohibited and outputs said primary information signal together 
with said rewritten copy management information attached thereto. 

--28. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmission 
system according to Claim 15, wherein a digital serial output 
terminal is used [instead] in place of said analog output terminal 
and a digital serial input terminal is used [instead] in place of 
said analog input terminal . 

--29. (Amended) An information signal transmitting apparatus 
for transmitting a primary information signal in a system , said 
information signal transmitting apparatus serving as a first 
electronic device acting as a sender in the system and whose analog 
output terminal is connected to an analog input terminal of a 
second electronic device acting as a receiver in the system via a 
transmission line so that said primary information signal is 
transmitted from said first electronic device to said second 
electronic device, said information signal transmitting apparatus 
comprising : 

device information detecting means for detecting device 
information associated with said second electronic device, said 
device information being supplied in the form of an electronic 
signal from said second electronic device via the transmission line 
for transmitting said information signal; and 

control means for controlling the output of said primary 
information signal to said second electronic device in accordance 
with the device information detected by said device information 
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detecting means. 

--30. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmitting 
apparatus according to Claim 29, further comprising connection 
detecting means for detecting whether an electronic device is 
brought into connection with said analog output terminal, wherein 
when said connection detecting means detects that an electronic 
device [is] has been brought into connection with said analog 
output terminal, said device information detecting means detects 
said device information. 

--31. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmitting 
apparatus according to Claim 29, wherein said control means 
controls outputting of said primary information signal so that said 
primary information signal is output after said device information 
detecting means has detected said device information. 

--32. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmitting 
apparatus according to Claim 29, further comprising request 
transmitting means for supplying a request for transmission of said 
device information [, ] over said transmission line. 

--33. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmitting 
apparatus according to Claim 29, wherein said device information 
detecting means detects said device information transmitted via 
said transmission line for transmitting said primary information 
signal, said device information being transmitted after being 
converted to a signal having a lower signal level than [that] a 
signal level of said primary information signal. 

--34. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmitting 
apparatus according to Claim 33, wherein said device information 
detecting means receives a spread spectrum signal produced by 



31 



7217/62372 

converting said device information into a low- level signal by 
[means of a] spread spectrum conversion means . and said device 
information detecting means detects said device information by 
performing an inverse spread spectrum conversion upon the received 
spread spectrum signal. 

--35. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmitting 
apparatus according to Claim 29, further comprising operation 
status detecting means for detecting operation status information 
supplied in the form of an electronic signal from said second 
electronic device via said transmission line, said operation status 
information indicating [the] an operation status of said second 
electronic device, and wherein said control means controls 
outputting of said primary information signal in accordance with 
the operation status information detected [b] b^ said operation 
status detecting means and also in accordance with the device 
information detected by said device information detecting means. 

--36. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmitting 
apparatus according to Claim 35, wherein when said operation status 
detecting means detects said operation status information 
indicating a transition into [the] a recording mode and when copy 
management information attached to said primary information signal 
indicates [that] copying is prohibited, said control means controls 
outputting of said primary information signal such that said 
primary information signal is not output. 

--37. (Amended) [An] The information signal transmitting 
apparatus according to Claim 35, wherein when said operation status 
detecting means detects said operation status information 
indicating a transition into [the] a recording mode and when copy 
management information attached to said primary information signal 
indicates [that] copying is permitted only for a first generation, 
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said control means rewrites said copy management information [so 
as] to indicate [that] copying is prohibited and outputs said 
primary information signal [together] with said rewritten copy 
management information attached thereto. 

--38* (Amended) [An] The information signal transmitting 
apparatus according to Claim 29, wherein a digital serial output 
terminal is used [instead] in place of said analog output terminal 
and said information signal transmitting apparatus is connected to 
an electronic device having a digital serial input terminal whereby 
said information signal transmitting apparatus outputs primary 
digital data via said transmission line. 

--39. (Amended) A method for a first electronic device acting 
as a sender in a system to transmit a primary information signal to 
a second electronic device acting as a receiver in the system via 
a transmission line connecting an analog output terminal of said 
first electronic device to an analog output terminal of said second 
electronic device, said method comprising the steps of: 

detecting device information associated with said second 
electronic device, said device information being supplied from said 
second electronic device via the transmission line for transmitting 
the information signal; and 

controlling the output of said primary information signal to 
aid second electronic device in accordance with the detected device 
information . 

--40. (Amended) An information signal receiving apparatus for 
receiving a primary information signal, said information signal 
receiving apparatus serving as a second electronic device acting as 
a receiver in a system and whose analog input terminal is connected 
to an analog output terminal of a first electronic device acting as 
a sender in the system via a transmission line so that said primary 
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information signal is transmitted from said first electronic device 
to said second electronic device, said information signal receiving 
apparatus comprising : 

device information transmitting means for supplying, in the 
form of an electronic signal, device information associated with 
said second electronic device over said information signal 
transmission line . 

--41. (Amended) [An] The information signal receiving 
apparatus according to Claim 40, further comprising connection 
detecting means for detecting whether an electronic device is 
brought into connection with said analog input terminal, wherein 
when said connection detecting means detects that an electronic 
device [is] has been brought into connection with said analog input 
terminal, said device information transmitting means supplies said 
device information over said transmission line. 

--42. (Amended) [An] The information signal receiving 
apparatus according to Claim 40, wherein said device information 
transmitting means always supplies said device information over 
said transmission line. 

- -43 . (Amended) [An] The information signal receiving 
apparatus according to Claim 40, said device information 
transmitting means supplies said device information over said 
transmission line [intermittently] at intermittent time intervals 
[of time] . 

--44. (Amended) [An] The information signal receiving 
apparatus according to Claim 40, further comprising request 
detecting means for detecting said transmission request transmitted 
from said first electronic device via said transmission line, 
wherein when said request detecting means detects said transmission 
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request, said device information transmitting means supplies said 
device information over said transmission line. 

--45. (Amended) [An] The information signal receiving 
apparatus according to Claim 40, wherein said device information 
transmitting means supplies said device information over said 
transmission line such that said device information has a lower 
signal level than [that] a signal level of said primary information 
signal . 

--46. (Amended) [An] The information signal receiving 
apparatus according to Claim 45, wherein said device information 
transmitting means converts said device information into a signal 
having a low signal level [by means of] a spread spectrum 
conversion means . 

--47. (Amended) [An] The information signal receiving 
apparatus according to Claim 40, further comprising process 
[controlling] control means for controlling a process performed 
upon said primary information signal supplied via said analog input 
terminal, wherein said process [controlling] control means controls 
the process such that when said device information transmitting 
means is supplying said device information over said transmission 
line, said primary information signal is not subjected to the 
process . 

--48. (Amended) [An] The information signal receiving 
apparatus according to Claim 40, wherein said information signal 
receiving apparatus is a recording device for recording said 
primary information signal on a recording medium [, said recording 
device including] and includes operation status information 
transmitting means for transmitting operation status information 
indicating the status of said recording device; 
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--49. (Amended) [An] The information signal receiving 
apparatus according to Claim 40, wherein a digital serial input 
terminal is used [instead] in place of said analog input terminal 
and said information signal receiving apparatus is connected to an 
electronic device having a digital serial output terminal^ whereby- 
said information signal receiving apparatus receives primary 
digital data via said transmission line. 

--50. (Amended) A method for a second electronic device acting 
as a receiver in a system to receive a primary information signal 
from a first electronic device acting as a sender in the system via 
a transmission line connecting an analog output terminal of said 
first electronic device to an analog output terminal of said second 
electronic device, said method comprising the step of: 

transmitting device information associated with said second 
electronic device, in the form of an electric signal, over the 
transmission line for transmitting said information signal to said 
second electronic device . 
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